MINUTES
Nyack Climate Smart Committee Meeting
September 8, 2026

Attendance: Andy Stewart, Andrew Goodwillie, John Cavuto, Kathy Gallione, Steve Cea, Ian Graham, Kier Levesque, Peggy Kurtz, Harry Vetter, Frankie Orlando, Paul Henjes, Vicki Michela, Michele Gorla, Glenn Sungela, 

UPDATES

1. Transportation 
Nyack Community Cycle. The word is getting out about the Saturday morning rides and the group leaders are sharing the role of ride organizer. The poster appeared in the Nyack Village newsletter. 
 
2. Lighting 
Peggy reported that the Upper Nyack Green Committee and mayor have started some discussions about modifications to the lighting requirements in the Village Code. No revisions are proposed yet, and the emphasis will be on community education and buy-in first.  The group agreed that lighting requirements can be complex, but raising awareness for the basics and what it matters doesn’t need to be complicated. Andrew described the baffles South Nyack installed on the streetlights there.

Action  Andrew to share that information about the baffles with Andy and Marcy,

3. Upper Nyack Leaf Blowers
The U.N.Green Committee is advocating for changes to the U.N. leaf blower law to reduce the duration of the open periods in the spring and fall when gas-powered equipment is allowed if the Village is not prepared to require a total ban.

4. Leave the Leaves Event  November
Marcy and Dana Harkrider, Directory of the Nyack Pollinator Pathway, are planning  for a Leave the Leaves event for November 7 (rain date Nov. 14) at Dana’s property on North Franklin Street at 5th Ave. Demonstrating the various ways of managing leaves  will be the main focus. The event will be an opportunity for sharing other information about ecological design, planting and maintenance. The Upper Nyack Green Committee, Nyack Garden Club, Nyack Tree Committee, Cornell Cooperative Extension will be invited to participate in planting and hosting. 

5. Community Solar  Nexamp will begin a community solar campaign in Nyack soon. 
Action: Andy will share the info with Peggy and Harry.

6. Sustainability Toolbox Marcy reported that she had discussions with Andy, the Nyack Chief Building Inspector, and the Village Planner to get feedback on the sustainable construction checklist.  The core purpose of the checklist would be to improve design and compliance to better support the sustainability goals outlined in the Climate Action Plan and Climate Adaptation Plan. Marcy introduced an outline of a website that might serve this purpose. It would be a tool box rather than a checklist, and aim to address the needs of various different users and topics. The document that describes this is here. Marcy will work on a draft website to further test the idea. 

7. Energy Fair 

The group discussed the content and format of a public workshop event for late January/early February next year.  A working draft of the organization, format, and potential speakers is here.   

Discussion–

· Pair homeowners with their contractors to present on a panel
· Make excellent handouts available to reinforce all information presented.
· Possible O&R presenter
· Nexamp rep for Community Solar
· Andrew will be glad to be a panelist

Steve, Marcy, Vicki, Michele, Ian, and Harry will develop the plan

8.  Announcements and Comments

Lamont’s Open House will take place on Saturday October 17, between 10am-4pm. There will be panel discussions on El Niño, Artificial Intelligence, and talks on micro- and nano-plastics (byLamont Professor Beizhan Yan) and on the Nepal landslide. There will be many exhibits related to climate change.

9. Deer and ticks
Andy mentioned the severe impact of deer and ticks on the forest landscape and public health  suggested we consider how to elevate the issue with the county, town and state that control Clausland Mtn parks.

NEXT MEETING 
October 6, 2026  6 PM  Nyack Village Hall  IN PERSON
